It may be necessary for the community to do things
from time to time which will adversely affect some of
the small independent men. For example, it seems
almost certain that we will have to take over the whole
of the distribution of milk either during the war or very
soon afterwards. When something of this kind happens^
the small man must realize that he does not possess
some sacred right which allows him -to protest against
its happening. He has not even a sacred right to insist
that he shall be paid, for life, just precisely the income
he was receiving from his "property" without his having
to work for it. The only right he has is the right of every
other citizen, that the community will provide him
with useful occupation and with the reasonably neces-
sary means of life. Naturally every effort would be
made to preserve for him his status. Indeed, so far as
possible when the community introduced some service
which made the position of particular small men un-
tenable, it would do everything possible to give them
employment of some responsibility within the structure
of the new service. If this were impossible, small men
would indeed have a right to expect that employment
of a comparable responsibility would be found for them
in some other part of the community's activity. To this
they would be entitled, but to no more.

Whether they could continue to operate with a very
high degree of real independence would entirely depend
upon whether they were on the whole prepared loyally
to accept this situation. The continued existence of
independent owners of small resources need not warp
the atmospherfe of the whole society, as it does in the
case of great resources, because the owners of small
resources will not be "at the top."
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